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Aurora School 

40 Dulwich Road 

Oakland, CA 94618 

510-428-2606 

www.auroraschool.org 

 

1st Annual 

Head for the Hills  

5K fun run/walk 

Sponsored by  

Aurora School 
Run begins at 8:30am 

Find us on www.active.com 

25% of the proceeds go to 

Friends of Montclair Library 

  

Family Fun Fest 

Saturday 

May 1, 2010 

Fun Fest 10am-2pm 

 

Face Painting, Jumper House, 

Aurora Band, Games and Arts 

and Crafts 

Bar-B-Que 
(for a small fee) 

 

Come see old friends  

and meet new ones! 

 

Sign up for summer camp 

Everyone Welcome! 
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Drawing  

 

Instrument - making  

 

Building  

 

Cook ing  

 

Running  

 

Playing  

 

Acting  

 

Craft - making  

 

Friends  

 

       and . . .  

 

A LOT OF FUN!  

 

 

 

CAMP SESSION AVAILABILITY UPDATES AT: http://www.auroraschool.org/campsummersched.html
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AURORA SCHOOL SUMMER CAMPS 2010 

Registration Instructions  

About Our Camps  

Aurora School is well known for its Theater Arts Camp with 

musical instrument building, set design and a rich mix of singing, 

dancing and acting.   

 

We also offer half-day camps for those families looking for a 

shorter camp day, or those who would like to mix and match 

camps to vary their childôs camp experiences and create a full 

day. 

 

Our camps are open to non-Aurora children; we welcome 

children from all schools.  

 

Camp Dates  

Camps at Aurora School run from 

Monday, June 14, 2010 to Friday, August 13, 2010. 

 

Camp Times and Costs  

Half-Day Camps:  

  Morning Session: 9am ï noon 

                   Lunch: noon ï 1pm** 

Afternoon Session: 1pm ï 4pm 

 

All half-day camps cost $180 per week-long session. 

Early Bird: Save $5 per week per half-day camp, if you register 

by April 15th 

 

Children may come early or stay late for the lunch hour  

as part of the camp cost. 

 

Theater Arts Camp: 

9am ï 3pm 

 

Theater Arts Camp costs $325 per week. 

Early Bird:  Save $10 per week full day by April 15th 

 

Payment Policy  

A $50 non-refundable deposit is required for each camp at the 

time you register. The balance is due no later than two weeks 

prior to the beginning of each camp session.  Your place in 

camp will not be held beyond this date without full payment. 

 

All late payments are subject to a 5% late fee.   

 

 

Registration  

Please indicate your camp session choices on the enclosed 

Camp Registration form.  Available camps are indicated with a 

white squares.  All blacked out squares are not available or do 

not run that week.  

This form is also available for download on our website at 

www.auroraschool.org/campsummer.html 

 

Campers can attend Aurora Camps for the entire summer or for 

individual week-long sessions.  

 

Theater Arts Camp requires campers to sign-up for a 

minimum of three weeks.  

Emergency Contact Form  

The enclosed Emergency Contact Form must also be completed 

and submitted at time of registration.  It is imperative that we 

have this form on file for the safety of all campers.  

This form is also available for download on our website at 

www.auroraschool.org/campsummer.html 

Extended Care  

7:30am ï 9:00am and 4pm ï 6pm, except during Theater Arts 

Camp, when afternoon extended care begins at 3pm.  

 

The drop-in rate is $8.50/hour.  If you use extended care from 6 

to 14 hours, the rate is $7/hour, for 15 hours and over, the rate 

is $6/hour.  We bill for extended care hours used at the end of 

July and again at the end of the summer. 

 

All children need to be signed in and out of camp or extended 

care by an authorized adult.  Please enter through the 

playground gate.  A registration table will be set up in front. 

Financial Assistance  

Partial financial aid is available for all summer camps at Aurora 

School.  Please check the request for financial aid box at the 

bottom of the registration form and return it with the required 

deposits and financial aid form.  Families will be notified of the 

status of your financial aid request within three weeks of 

registering.  The maximum amount of financial aid available is 

60%.   

Additional Questions  

Contact Heidi Brevet, at Aurora School at 

 heidi@auroraschool.org at, or by  

 calling 510-428-2606   ext. 208
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Aurora Camps 2010 Staff 

 

Berkeley Chess School  

The Berkeley Chess School (BCS) is a non-profit organization, 

which has been offering chess instruction from elementary through 

high school for more than 25 years, and is an affiliate of the U.S. 

Chess Federation. Over the years, BCS students have won 

numerous state championships, some students going on to 

become Masters, FIDE Masters and International Masters .  

Regina Gilligan  

Regina is a professional artist and has been teaching a variety of 

camps at Aurora for over 10 years.  She directs the set designs for 

our Theater Arts camp, and teaches a variety of engaging half-day 

art camps at Aurora. 

Mark Hall  

Mark is an experienced computer technologist and teacher, and 

teaches at Aurora and Holy Names High School during the school 

year. He brings to his camps a deep understanding of technology, 

as well as a creative flair that gives students the opportunity to 

explore computers in interesting and interactive ways.  

TEK with LEGOs  

Play-Well TEKnologies' instructors all have engineering and/or 

teaching backgrounds, but more importantly they all share a 

common enthusiasm for kids, engineering, and the LEGO® 

building system. The instructors teach classes at year-round at 

schools, recreation departments, and home-schools, enabling them 

to provide a thoroughly engaging, challenging array of engineering 

projects that they have come to master, making them excellent 

teachers and LEGO resources for children. 

Linda Lemon  

Linda is a resident artist who has been with Aurora School for more 

than five years.  She teaches her afterschool classes here, as well 

as at other local elementary schools.  She emphasizes textile art 

forms that have a life beyond the camp experience.  

Sophie Leininger  

Sophie is a resident artist who is currently working with youth and 

professional artists in the Bay Area.  She was the craft shop 

director at Camp Norwester in the state of Washington.  

Noel Musgnun g 

Noel works in Auroraôs Extended Care Program during the school 

year, and has an extensive experience in arts and crafts in both 

residential and day camp settings. 

Theater Arts Camp Staff  

Our theater arts camp is full of experience and enthusiasm.  Nick 

Williams returns as our camp director and is also a K/1 teacher at 

Aurora.  He started at Aurora in the extended care program and 

summer camp prior to earning his teaching credential.  He has 

been the theater director the past two summers.  Many of the staff 

is also returning, including Regina, Alex, Jackie, Katie, Katy, 

Margy, and adding Noel to the team.  

Jon Hoffman  

Jon Hoffman runs Math Demystified.  He started his program after 

attending the entire ñMaking Math Realò Summer Institute during 

the summer of 2006, and assisted at what turned out to be the last 

Making Math Real Summer Camp.  He is dedicated to helping 

children become more comfortable with mathematics and making 

learning mathematics a fun experience. 

Eve Decker  

Eve Decker returns to Aurora for the summer as our music 

specialist in Theater Arts camp and as the instructor of a mini 

theater camp in held August.  Eve is a professional musician with 

Rebecca Riots and other local groups, as well as a music teacher 

in the area.  Eve has been with Aurora for more than ten years, 

and after a brief sabbatical, is returning again this summer. 

Judy Richardson  

Judy is a resident artist from New York.  She works with youth in 

New York to develop wonderful art instillations.  Judy has been 

here at Aurora during the summers for the past several years. 

Olivia Sanders  

Olivia returns each summer to teach our engaging and educational 

gardening camp.  She is currently a teacher in the Oakland 

Schools and worked in our extended care and summer program 

prior to receiving her teaching credential. 

Aliea Wallace  

Alieaôs background is primarily in drawing.  She uses effective 

techniques to teach children how to draw texture, shade, proportion 

and how to draw a variety of real and imaginary characters.  She 

uses additional tools and crafts to help visualize their end-project. 

Heidi Brevet, Director  

Heidi has been at Aurora for over eight years and coordinates the 

extended care, summer camp, enrichment programs, as well as 

many special events and fundraising activities.  She comes from a 

long career at the Oakland YMCA as the Senior Program Director.
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Camp Session Descriptions 
 

Theater Arts Camp  

Theater and music are inseparable at Aurora School.  This yearôs 

camp includes the return of Nick, Regina, Alex, Heidi, Jackie, 

Margy, Katy, and Katie. We welcome back Eve as our music 

director and newcomer Noel.  The tradition continues!   

 

Aurora Theater Arts Camp is proud to present this yearôs musical 

adaptation of òThe Lion Kingó.   

 

Campers are broken into age groups with age appropriate 

activities.  Older campers help design costumes, build sets and 

assist in directing younger campers.  Children are introduced to a 

variety of theater activities, including playing instruments, 

singing, dancing and movement, all in the context of the acting 

experience.  All campers have the opportunity to be in the 

performance.   

 

As is the tradition of Auroraôs Theater Arts Camp, our 

performance is adapted to be age appropriate and accommodate 

all attending campers.  We accomplish this by simplifying some 

of the charactersô lines, as well as having multiple actors playing 

the same character.  For example, we might have three ? and a 

whole bunch of animals. These actor changes make the 

performance and camp so much fun! 

 

 

 

A very popular part of camp is our fabulous musical instrument-

building with Alex Vittum, which all campers participate in, set and 

costume design with Regina Gilligan, choreography, acting and 

singing with Nick and Eve and time for special projects. 

 

Every child will have a role in the play.  If a child is not comfortable 

performing in front of people, we offer behind-the-scenes parts, such 

as set changers, curtain managers or sound effects specialists. 

 

This camp runs in one-week sessions.  Campers must sign up for a 

minimum of 3 weeks, and must be able to participate in the last 

two weeks.  This brings consistency for all participants and a much 

better Theater Arts experience for all. 

 

Dates and Times to Remember  

Dress rehearsal:  Wednesday afternoon, July 28, 2010 

Main Performance:  Thursday, July 29, 2010 at 7pm.   

 

 
The entrance fee for our event is a voluntary donation of canned or 

non-perishable goods for the Alameda Food Bank.  Come enjoy a 

wonderful theatrical production and support our community too.  

 

 

 

             
 

Scenes from the play Mary Poppins,  performed Summer 2008 

 

 

 

CAMP SESSION AVAILABILITY UPDATES AT: http://www.auroraschool.org/campsummersched.html 
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 Half-Day Camps ï Summer 2010 

 

Discover the Environment Through Writing 

Poetry and Art  

(7-12 years old) 

Taught by Noel Musgnung/Sophie Leininger 

Children will be introduced to environmental poetry and create natural 

art pieces.  Children will spend a part of their time in the garden area 

to relax, reflect, and to work with rhyme or written pattern.  Children 

will utilize the outdoors for inspiration for their drawings, watercolors, 

and all aspects of this fun class culminating in a publication compiled 

by the studentsô works. 

Broken Tile Mosaics and More!  

(7-12 years old) 

Taught by Noel Musgnung 

Students will learn different techniques of mosaics.  Each day will be 

spent learning and focusing on a different technique and will 

culminate in creating their own mosaic masterpiece to take home.  

They will be working with paper and cardboard, cut painted paper, 

and broken tiles. 

Gardening  

(5-7 years old and 7-12 years old)  

Taught by Olivia Sanders 

In this camp, we will learn the many aspects of gardening.  We will 

learn how to prepare raised beds, start seedlings, and how to 

compost. We will be planting flowers, vegetables, and herbs. We will 

also learn about the different planting seasons. We will have a great 

time planning our own small take home gardens.  We will also be 

planning and cooking menus with our homegrown veggies and herbs. 

Introduction to Tennis  

(5-7 years old and 7-12 years old) 

This camp is designed for children with little or no tennis experience, 

as well as those with a bit more experience.  Tennis camp uses 

modified equipment to work hand-eye coordination, skill development 

and allows children to succeed at tennis more quickly.   We use 

smaller courts, shorter rackets and a variety of tennis balls.  We begin 

with a foam-type ball, transition to a non-pressurized ball and finish by 

using a traditional tennis ball.  We incorporate drills and work toward a 

real game situation.  This technique of learning tennis fosters fun and 

success.  This camp is not designed for those with more advanced 

skills. 

Silkscreen  

(5-7 years old and 7-12 years) 

Taught by Sophie Leininger 

Campers will tell a story about an imaginary creature while creating a 

one of a kind silkscreen design.  They will discover printing techniques 

as well as complete basic textile design projects. 

Artistic Wall Hanging with a twist!  

(5-7 years old and 7-12 years) 

Taught by Noel Musgnung/Sophie Leininger 

Each day will bring a new technique such as silk painting, tie die, resist, 

and marbling!  Students will learn the basic textile techniques while 

sewing and creating a small wall hanging quilt!   

Time Travel and Time Capsules  

(5-7 years old and 7-12 years old) 

Taught by Sophie Leininger 

What would you want to tell someone far into the future about your life 

now?  If you could time travel, what would you see in the place you are 

now at a past or future date?  Students will engage in mixed-media art 

technique to represent themselves and their lives to imaginary citizens 

of the future as well as learn about the past inhabitants of the Oakland 

Hills. 

Aurora Je Tôaime!  

(5-7 and 7-12 years old) 

Taught by Sophie Leininger 

Discovering the art, culture, food, and language of France is what this 

camp is all about. Students will be led through various regions and 

cultural traditions of France to discover the French language, cuisine, 

rich history, and art forms as well as cultural songs.  All this from the 

setting of a ñParis Caf®!ò  Get out your beret, itôs time to party like you 

live in Paris! 

Me Gusta Central America!  

(5-7 and 7-12 years old) 

Taught by Noel Musgnung 

Discovering the art, culture, food, and language of Central America.  

Students will be led through various countries and cultural traditions of 

Central America.  On their journey they will discover the language, 

cuisine, rich history, and art forms of Central America, as well as learn 

about the blending of African and Caribbean cultures.   

Mini Musical Theater  

(5-7 and 7-12 years old) 

Taught by Eve Decker 

In this camp, children will create a short play using make believe, 

musical games, singing, and dancing.  Possible themes/stories include 

the Jungle, 101 Dalmatians, or the Emperorôs New Clothes.  The week 

will culminate in a short performance. 
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Camps with Regina Gilligan  

Mosaics  

(5-7 and 7-12 years) 

In this camp we will learn how to mosaic an object (a flowerpot, 

picture frame, or something from home).  Weôll look and learn about 

Roman and Greek mosaics and make an outdoor ground mosaic with 

natural materials, collage with paper, fabrics, trinkets, and moreé 

Need a House, Call Ms. Mouse  

(7-12 years old) 

In this camp, just like Ms. Mouse in the book, who is an architect, we 

will design and make the perfect house for an animal friend, an insect, 

ourselves or some other worldly being. 

Art in the Making  

(5-7 and 7-12 years) 

We will explore drawing and painting using our imagination, from 

stories weôll read, nature walks weôll take, and while using various 

media such as pencils, pens, paint, and colored chalks.  We will 

explore techniques from other cultures such as Huichol yarn paintings 

and Indian kilams (colored flour designs on the ground).  Weôll also 

make some games and play them too! 

Puppets and other Creatures  

(5-7 and 7-12 years) 

In this camp we will take a classic story or script, such as Anansi the 

Spider, Coyote tales, Alice in Wonderland, and create puppets from 

socks, bamboo & paper, Sculpey and fabric.  Weôll then put on puppet 

shows for ourselves and other campers. 

 

     

Camps with Linda Lemon  

3-D Art  

(5-7 years old and 7-12 years old) 

Campers will use plaster, both as a molding, and as a casting material.  

We will also make various sculptures out of a treasure trove of ñjunkò. 

 

 

Fiber Arts  

(5-7 years old and 7-12 years old) 

This camp will include paper-making and tie dyeing.  We will make 

apple sauce and make art out of the remaining fibers, making books, 

butterflies and more. 

 

 

        
 

 

Crafts with a Twist  

(5-7 years old and 7-12 years old) 

In this camp we will incorporate a variety of fun medias: weôll make Art 

to Wear - including combining polymer clay (Sculpey III) with traditional 

jewelry bits & findings to make wearable sculpture.  We will create a 

mixed media t-shirt using dye, fabric paints, fringe, buttons, studs & 

who knows what else. Weôll also make Paper People - mixed media 3-

D figures out of paper (handmade & otherwise) and a variety of other 

materials.  With Crazy Candle weôll explore non-traditional techniques 

of making water balloon, tie-dye & foam candles. 
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Teaching Engineering to Kids with 

LEGO TM (TEK with LEGOS)  

Green Engineering  

(7-12 years old) 

Design and build machines powered by alternative energy sources.  

Race solar cars, build a wind-powered electrical generation facility, 

enter the human powered vehicle competition and invent a machine 

powered by stored elastic strain energy. 

Junkyard Challenge  

(7-12 years old) 

Your team will compete in designing and building the fastest, 

strongest, smallest, largest, lightest, heaviest, most maneuverable 

and coolest machines and structures to accomplish a variety of tasks.  

Success in the competition will require campers to build trucks, 

bridges, elevators, bulldozers, conveyor belts, and other motorized 

and alternatively powered contraptions that will help them overcome 

obstacles. 

Bash -n-Bots  

(7-12 years old) 

Create a wrestling robot to compete in a ring.  Then re-engineer it to 

be a battling ñbotò and take on another challenge. 

Pre-Engineering  

(5-7 years old) 

Create, play and learn.  Build a town, city or star base with houses, 

tall buildings, pyramids, bridges, tunnels, towers and more.  Build 

motorized cars, trains and trucks; race them, crash them and repair 

them. 

Engineering Fundamentals  

(7-12 years old) 

Design and build motorized machines, catapults, pyramids, demolition 

derby cars, truss and suspension bridges, buildings and other 

constructions.  Explore concepts in physics, mechanical engineering 

and architecture, while playing with your favorite creations.  Returning 

students will work on new projects and challenges. 

 

        

Camps with Mark Hall  

Animation and Film Making  

(7-12 years old) 

Learn how to use a computer to create stop motion animations and 

short films. We will study animation and then create our own plot ideas, 

storyboards, and set designs, so that we can use our creative and 

technical skills to create animation characters and props using 

modeling clay and armature wire and making them move using 

iStopMotion animation creation software. We will also use digital video 

cameras to capture footage and create a short film using iMovie. 

Web 2.0 Tools and Computer Skills  

 (7-12 years old) 

Learn to use the latest tools on the internet to create documents, store 

your personal calendar and communicate your ideas with others using 

blogs, wikis and other collaborative tools.  We will write and produce a 

Podcast, and even incorporate touch-typing practice into the camp. We 

will also focus on the tools used to search the internet for information 

and the criteria used to evaluate the validity of a resource.  Both cyber-

safety and cyber-bullying will be discussed, so campers are aware of 

the issues and take steps to protect themselves. The instructor will take 

all necessary steps to ensure campersô online safety, security and 

anonymity during this online camp experience. 

 

Chess Camp  

(5-7 and 7-12 years old) 

Taught by the Berkeley Chess School 

Chess is fun and can be learned quickly and easily. Studies have found 

that chess improves test results in reading, science, and math, and 

encourages growth in critical cognitive skills. Beyond academia, chess 

influences social behavior, including self esteem, respect for others, 

patience, and good manners. Students at all levels of skill are 

welcome!

 

CAMP SESSION AVAILABILITY UPDATES AT: http://www.auroraschool.org/campsummersched.html  


